
   ETIQUETTE 
 

 Dress correctly for all games 

 Compliment your opponent on his good bowls 

 Stand still when a player is about to bowl 

 Do not talk or make a noise when a player is delivering a bowl 

 Remain behind the mat or behind the head when it is not your turn 

 Keep on your own rink, don’t become a wanderer and distract others 

 Outdoors – be aware of your shadow – do not let it cover the jack or fall in front of the 

mat when your opponent is about to deliver.  Your shadow can also cause problems 

on other rinks too 

 Try not to obscure boundary pegs or rink markers 

 Never criticise – only praise 

 Pay attention to the game 

 Always appear to enjoy your game whatever the fortunes 

 Stand well back from the head when firing shots are played 

 When a toucher reaches the head it should be marked but if your opponent has 

started to bowl, wait, then mark the toucher before their wood arrives at the head 

 Do not stop half way up the green discussing the head, you are interrupting the play 

on other inks and you are holding up your opponents, if it is their mat 

 Do not bowl your wood until the previous wood has come to rest 

 The Skip is in charge, so if she/he says Draw, do so, even if you think you could hit 

the shot wood.  The Skip needs the Lead and No. 2 to build the head.  If you can 

draw as near as possible to the shot, then you will only be one shot down 

 If your opponent knocks one of your woods up to give you shot, do not clap.  It is bad 

luck on their part and it is not sporting to applaud – remember it could happen to you. 

 When you play lead, or No.2, Look, Listen & Learn.  Keep out of the head.  The No.3 

will decide shots 

 Stand on the mat and watch your wood, do not stray to the side or follow your wood 

up the green 

 As soon as each bowl comes to rest, possession of the rink is transferred to the other 

team 

 Concentrate on your game 
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