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Changes in these domestic rules applied to  
leagues and competitions within 

 Kingsthorpe Bowling Club can be changed  
only through the Indoor or Outdoor Committees  

 

 

No Smoking or Vaping  
in the Clubhouse or on the outdoor Green 

 

 

 

 

 

Revised October 2025 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
INDOOR RINK RESERVATION AND PROCEDURE 

 
For casual play availability use BOWLR Online Rink Booking, 
accessible via the Club website.  When booking rinks, the number of 
persons playing MUST be clearly entered with the name and telephone 
number of the member making the booking.  All green fees are payable 
BEFORE play commences, and members are asked for their co-
operation in this respect.  National and County competition play takes 
preference only over casual play.  Club competitions have no 
preference.  National competitions will only take preference over League 
play when full discussion has taken place with all parties concerned and 
a club officer. 
 
Members are not allowed to book for casual play more than seven days 
ahead.  The Secretary reserves the right to cancel without notifying 
offenders. 
 
Will all members involved in competitions please make a point of 
booking rinks early in open date competitions.  The Competition 
Secretary will book rinks for fixed date competitions. 
 
Unwanted rink bookings MUST be cancelled.  

 

DRESS 
 

For all league and casual play, bowling shirt and grey/black below the 
waist must be worn.  In all National and Club Competitions  Kingsthorpe 
Club colours must be worn.  For all friendly matches, the dress standard 
will be notified on the selection sheet. 
 
SHOES:  Only regulation bowling shoes shall be allowed on the green.   

 
DRESS STANDARDS WILL BE MAINTAINED 
 



 

 

CAR PARKING 
 

Courtesy spaces are reserved for the President, Chairman, Treasurer, 
Secretary and bar staff.  These spaces to be left free at all times for 
those officers and employees to use.  Please park neatly in the lined 
spaces provided and not in the yellow hatched areas. 
 

 

INDOOR CLUB LEAGUES 
 

1. ELIGIBILITY AND REGISTRATION 
 

(a) All players must be paid-up bowling members of Kingsthorpe 
Bowling Club. 

 
(b) In FOURS, a minimum of 6 players and a maximum of 8 players 

shall be registered for each team.  In TRIPLES, a minimum of 5 
players and a maximum of 6 players shall be registered.  It is 
intended that the team captain shall ensure that as far as possible 
all players shall play in the same number of matches. 

 
(c) Additional players may be registered after the start of the season 

within the limits stated in the rules on the form provided for 
registration. 

 
(d) A player may not be registered for more than one team in the 

same league. 
 
(e) The prescribed registration fee for each team shall be payable by 

the closing date of entry to the leagues as set out on the league 
registration form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2. SUBSTITUTES 
 
(a) In Mens and Ladies leagues a team may play only ONE substitute 

in a match; a substitute may not be included in more than FIVE 
matches during the season.  The substitute can play in any 
position but not skip. 

 
(b) In mixed leagues a team may play not more than TWO substitutes 

in a match and substitutes may not be included in more than FIVE 
matches during the season. If 2 subs are needed in a match then 
1 man and 1 lady must be used. 

 
(c) The word (SUB) must be entered clearly against the name of any 

substitute on the scorecard. 
 
(d) A player registered in any team is ineligible to substitute in any 

other team in that league or division of that league. 
 
3. ORDER OF PLAY 
 
(a) A team must always play ALL MEN in men’s leagues, ALL 

LADIES in ladies’ leagues, TWO MEN and TWO LADIES in 
mixed four leagues.  In mixed triples, there must be at least ONE 
MAN and ONE LADY. 

 
(b) TRIAL ENDS shall not be played. 
 
(c) Matches shall commence after the sounding of the starter bell  

and shall finish after the sounding of the finishing bell or on the 
completion of 18 ends whichever is the sooner. 

 
(d) Where the jack has been delivered so that it comes to rest outside 

the boundaries of the rink, or less than 23 metres from the edge 
of the mat, or into the far ditch; and the finishing bell sounds before 
it has been re-delivered by the opposing lead (i.e. it has left the 
hand of the lead),   the end shall be played to a finish or until it 



becomes dead.  In no circumstances shall it be permissible for the 
jack to be delivered after the sounding of the finishing bell. 

 
(e) If during play the jack is driven out of bounds, the jack shall be 

placed on the relevant re-spot on the rink and the end played to a 
finish.  

 
(f) The number three shall play up with the skip, but no player may 

follow his/her bowl to the head except in the normal course of 
changing ends. 

 
(g) It shall not be permissible for either a No.3 or skip to remain at the 

head while the opposing No.3 or skip plays his/her bowl; players 
shall change ends at the same time as their opponents. 

 
(h) One scorecard properly completed with the scores, teams and 

players full names (see rule 2c) shall be signed by both skips and 
placed in the League Secretary’s box immediately after the match. 

         
(i)      A league team turning up one player short should play the game 

without No.2 player in 4s or middle player in triples.  This does 
not apply to pairs. 

 

4. POSTPONEMENTS 
 
(a) Except as permitted in rule 4b only very bad weather conditions 

will be accepted as valid in claiming a postponement.  In all such 
circumstances the team shall notify the Club and cancel the rink, 
notifying the League Secretary and the opposing team as quickly 
as possible on the same day AND book a rink for the re-arranged 
match (Rule 4c), otherwise the team shall be in default.  

 
(b) A team may also claim a postponement in the following 

circumstances: 
 
 (i)   When four or more players are representing the Club in 

National Competition; or are required to attend their Club or 
County General Meeting or Annual Dinner. 

 

 (ii)    In exceptional circumstances with prior permission of the 

League Secretary. 

 
(c) The team captain shall give at least seven days notice to both the 

League Secretary and the opposing team captain AND book a rink 
for the re-arranged match with the help of the League Secretary; 
otherwise the team shall be in default.   

 
(d) A scorecard must be submitted for a postponed game giving 

reason(s). 
 
(e) In the event of the League Secretary having to postpone a league 

match, he/she will rearrange the match and notify both team 
captains accordingly. 

 

5. LATE START 
 
(a) If a team (i.e. all eligible players) is not present on the rink within 

ten minutes after the sounding of the starter bell, it shall be in 
default.   

 

6. DEFAULT 
 
(a) In addition to the circumstances indicated concerning 

postponements and late starts, a team shall be in default if it plays 
an ineligible player or ineligible substitute. 

 

7. LEAGUE TABLES - PROMOTION AND RELEGATION 
 
(a) Two points will be awarded for a win, one point to each team for 

a drawn game. 
 
(b) League positions will be decided on the number of points, and if 

equal, on shot difference.  If equality still occurs, then the number 
of shots scored will judge the positions. 

 
(c) At the end of the season promotion and relegation between 

divisions of the same league will be on the principle of 1 up and 1 



down.  Additional teams may be promoted from a lower division 
to fill vacancies in a higher division caused by non-registration of 
teams from the previous season. 

 
(d) To maintain its status in a higher division for the following season, 

a team must re-register at least three players (two in triples) 
registered in the previous season’s team, otherwise it shall be 
required to start anew in the lowest division. 

 
(e) The League Secretary is empowered to refuse to register a team 

continually in default or having committed a breach of the rules. 

 

 

8. LAWS OF THE GAME – DISPUTES 
 
(a) Subject to these domestic rules, it is intended that matches shall 

be played in accordance with those laws as currently adopted by 
the EIBA. 

 
(b) Any disputes or queries shall be referred to the League Secretary, 

whose decision shall be final. 
 

 

CLUB COMPETITIONS – INDOOR RULES 
 

The Competition Secretaries will distribute competition entry forms and 
entries must be submitted by the stipulated date.  Closing date and entry 
fee to be determined each year. 
 
All competitions up to the semi-final will be of 16 ends or 2 hours, 
whichever is the shorter, with the exception of singles which will be to 
21 shots. 
 
Finals played in Club colours.  No green fees will be charged for the 
FINAL of each competition. 
 
The committee or Competition Secretary will appoint a marker for the  
final of singles competitions. 

 
Matches shall be played on the set date or earlier by mutual consent.  
Matches may not be rearranged to be played after the set date without 
the consent of the Competition Secretary. 

 

 

1. ELIGIBILITY 
 
(a) All players must be paid-up bowling members of Kingsthorpe 

Bowling Club. 
 
(b) The prescribed entrance fee per team shall be payable on entry. 
 

2. SUBSTITUTES 
 
(a) One substitute only is allowed in any competition.  Once a 

member has played as a substitute, only that member may play 
as substitute in future rounds.  If a substitute plays in the first 
round, then that member becomes the substantive player. 

 
(b) A substitute may play in any position, except skip. 
 
(c) A substitute is ineligible if already entered into the same 

competition. 
 

3. ORDER OF PLAY 
 
(a) No trial ends shall be permitted except in the final. 
 
(b) All competitions shall commence after the sounding of the starter 

bell and shall finish after the sounding of the finishing bell or the 
completion of the prescribed number of ends, whichever is the 
sooner.  All singles competitions will be played to 21 shots. 

 
(c) Where the jack has been delivered so that it comes to rest outside 

the boundaries of the rink, or less than 23 metres from the front 
edge of the mat, or into the far ditch and the finishing bell sounds 
before it has been re-delivered (i.e. left the hand of the lead), the 



jack shall be placed on the relevant ‘T’ spot on the rink and the 
end played to a finish.   In no circumstances shall it be permissible 
for the jack to be delivered after the sounding of the finishing bell, 
except in singles. 

 
(d) If during the course of play an end is killed, the jack shall be placed 

on the relevant re-spot on the rink and the end played to a finish. 

 

(e) The number three (or two in triples) shall play up with the skip, but 

no player may follow his/her bowl to the head except in the normal 
course of changing ends.  The restrictions imposed in this rule will 
not apply in semi-finals and finals.   Skips may not visit the head 
in early rounds as it is a 2 hour session. 

 

4. LATE START 
 
 If a team is not present on the rink within ten minutes of the 

sounding of the bell, it shall be in default and the game conceded. 

 

5. LAWS OF THE GAME – DISPUTES 
 
(a) Subject to these domestic laws, it is intended that matches shall 

be played in accordance with the Laws of the Game as adopted 
by the EIBA. 

 
(b) Any dispute or query must be referred within 24 hours of the end 

of the match to the Competition Secretary, whose decision is final. 

 

 

 

OUTDOOR COMPETITION RULES 
 

RINK RESERVATION AND PROCEDURE 
 

For casual play availability use BOWLR Online Rink Booking, 
accessible via the Club website.  When booking rinks, the number of 
persons playing MUST be clearly entered with the name and telephone 

number of the member making the booking.  National and County 
competition play takes preference over Club competitions and casual 
play. 
 
Members are not allowed to book for casual play more than seven days 
ahead.  The Outdoor Secretary reserves the right to cancel without 
notifying offenders. 

 
Will all members involved in competitions please book rinks early in 
open date competitions.  The Competition Secretary will book rinks for 
fixed date competitions.  Unwanted rink bookings must be cancelled. 
 

 

DRESS 
 

For all competition and casual play, bowling shirt and black below the 
waist must be worn.  In all National and Club Competitions  Kingsthorpe 
Club colours must be worn.  For all friendly matches, the dress standard 
will be notified on the selection sheet. 

SHOES:  Only regulation bowling shoes shall be allowed on the green. 

DRESS STANDARDS WILL BE MAINTAINED 
 

The following rules apply to KBC club competitions only 
 
 

The committee or Competition Secretary will appoint markers for the  
final of singles competitions.  Both competitors are equally responsible 
for arranging a marker in earlier rounds. 
 
The final of each competition will be played as a full game and will be 
played in Club colours. 
 

1. ELIGIBILITY 
 
(a) All players must be paid-up Outdoor members of Kingsthorpe 

Bowling Club.  
 
(b) The prescribed entrance fee per team shall be payable on entry. 



 

2. SUBSTITUTES 
 

(a) One substitute only is allowed in any competition.  Once a 
member has played as a substitute, only that member may 
play as substitute in future rounds.  If a substitute plays in the 
first round and the team progresses, the original player shall 
play in subsequent rounds if available. If a substitute is 
necessary then they shall be appointed by the Competition 
Secretary for all drawn competitions. 

   
(b) A substitute may play in any position except skip. 

 
(c) A substitute is ineligible if already entered into the same  

 competition. 
 

3. ORDER OF PLAY 
 
(a) Trial ends shall be permitted. 

 

 
4. LATE START 
 
 If a team is not present on the rink within ten minutes of the 

scheduled start, it shall be in default and the game conceded. 
 

5. LAWS OF THE GAME – DISPUTES 

 
(a) Subject to these domestic laws, it is intended that matches shall 

be played in accordance with the Laws of the Game as adopted 
by Bowls England. 

(b) Any dispute or query must be referred within 24 hours of the end 
of the match to the Competition Secretary, whose decision is final. 

 
Extracts from the Club Rules 
A full version may be seen on the notice board. 
 

• The Club shall be called Kingsthorpe Bowling Club.   

• Membership of the Club shall be open to all without 
discrimination.  Types of membership shall be Indoor, 
Outdoor, Junior, Social .  An indoor member may bowl on the 
indoor green all year.  An Indoor member may join the outdoor 
section by paying an outdoor fee to play on the outdoor green.  
The same will apply to Junior members. 

• All players of the Club shall be affiliated to and play under the 
rules of Bowls England and Bowls Northamptonshire. 

• When playing indoors, players of the Club shall be affiliated 
to and play under the rules of the EIBA, NIBA and NWIBA. 

• A list of all members shall be available on Bowlr. 

• All indoor  membership fees shall be due on the 1st September 
each year.  The outdoor member’s fees shall be due on 1st 
April each year.    Members shall have 30 days to pay.  Failure 
to pay by that day shall necessitate reapplying for 
membership and all privileges of the Club shall be withdrawn. 

• All bona fide members of clubs affiliated to the National 
Associations shall be Honorary Members of the Club they visit 
for any game or competition.  

• The Management Committee shall have the power to expel 
any member, if in the opinion of that Committee such 
membership is undesirable in the interest of the Club. 

• The outdoor green shall be open for play at all times during 
the season, subject to the control and direction of the Outdoor 
Secretary.   The indoor green shall be open for play 
throughout the year, subject to the control and direction of the 
Indoor Committee. 

 
Membership 

• Annual subscriptions shall be predetermined by the 
Management Committee.   

• Junior membership is available up to the age of 18.  Junior 
members will not be allowed to play on the outdoor green 
without the approval of a club coach and members aged 
below 15 must be accompanied by an adult. 

Guests 

• A member may introduce a friend(s) as a player subject to the 
payment of stated green fee.   No visitor resident in the County 
of Northamptonshire may be introduced more than five times 



in any year.  Non-residents on the introduction of a member 
may play subject to payment of the green fee.  The names of 
all visitors and the introducing member must be entered into 
the visitor’s book. 

• Any member may introduce and/or invite a friend to 
participate in any social event on payment of the admission 
charges fixed for that event and signing the Visitors book..  
The introducing member to be responsible for his or her 
guest.   

• Any bowler/visitor who attends a game/event at the Club will, 
for that visit, be a temporary social member. 

 

RINK BOOKING 
Rinks may be booked in advance for arranged league games, 
national, county and club competitions and casual play.  Club 
representative matches will have priority and after these, priority 
is as above.  Any member claiming a rink as a result of priority 
must notify the league secretary and the affected member 
immediately.  A minimum of 48 hours notice to be given.  Members 
are not allowed to book casual play more than 7 days in advance. 

 

COMPLAINTS 
Any complaints or constructive suggestions referring to club 
matters should be made in writing to the Club Secretary or emailed 
to clubsec@kingsthorpebowlingclub.com  The Club Secretary 
shall place such letters before the relevant committee at the next 
meeting. 

 

PETS 
 Pets are not allowed within the confines of the clubhouse and only 
within the confines of the grounds if kept on a leash.  The exception 
to this rule would be assistance dogs. 

 

CHILDREN 
Members may bring their children to the Club at any time.  Children 
must be supervised at all times. 
 

CASUAL PLAY 

 Whenever any rink is not in use for competitive play, all members 
have equal rights to casual play.  No reasonable request by a 
member to join in casual play already in progress may be refused, 
providing the green fee where necessary is paid.  All casual play 
must cease when previously booked competitive play for that rink 
is due to commence.  No claim may be made to a rink for 
competitive play unless previously booked. 

 
 

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
No member being an officer of another bowling club, or serving on 
any committee of such a club, may hold any form of office within 
Kingsthorpe Bowling Club. 

 

SMOKING and ANTI DOPING POLICY 
       
The club shall comply with and conform to all policies as issued in    
      accordance with Bowls England/English Indoor Bowls Association  
      regulations. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

EMERGENCY ACTION PLAN 
 
 

Assembly point is the CAR PARK 
 

ACTION on DISCOVERY of fire 
• DO NOT put yourself at risk 
• Only attempt to tackle small fires if trained to do so 
• Sound the Alarm using the nearest Fire Point 
• Leave the building by the nearest fire exit 
• Go to the fire Assembly Point in Car Park 
• DO NOT re-enter the building 
• Call Fire Brigade by mobile phone after leaving the 

building 
• Liaise with the Fire Brigade on their arrival 
 
ACTIONS on HEARING the alarm 
• Leave the building by the nearest fire exit 
• Go to the fire assembly point in the Car Park 
• DO NOT re-enter the building 
• Call Fire Brigade by mobile phone after leaving the 

building 
• Liaise with the Fire Brigade on their arrival 
 
VISITORS & DISABLED  
• Ensure all Visitors/Contractors are taken to Assembly 

Point in Car Park 
• Assist any disabled persons or persons in wheelchair  
       with their evacuation as necessary and assist wheelchairs 
       over door threshold.   

  

 


